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TASK 1 
Listen to the recording and match the statements (A-L) to the extract they refer to (1-9). There are 
TWO extra tips you will not use.  
Answer (0) is an example. Write your answers in the ANSWER BOX (1 item = 0.8). 

 
TEN TOP THINGS TO AVOID WHEN VISITING IRELAND 

 

 
 (Adapted from: youtube.com) 

 
 

ANSWER BOX 

EXTRACT 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

STATEMENT I          

 
 

Marks 1: _____/7.2 
  

STATEMENTS 

A. Check timetables 

B. Don’t be surprised with communication problems 

C. Get out of the city 

D Give extra money for good service 

E. Have a good time 

F. It’s cheaper to rent a car 

G. Keep left 

H. Most people use a credit card 

I. Pack a variety of clothes 

J. Something necessary for charging batteries 

K. Study its past 

L. Try it! It’s become much better! 
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TASK 2 
Listen to the recording and choose the best answer (A, B or C) for each question (10-17).  
Answer (0) is an example. Write your answers in the ANSWER BOX (1 item = 0.8).  

THE ROLLING STONES ANNOUNCE FIRST NEW ALBUM IN 18 YEARS

0. The new Rolling Stone´s album comes out… 
A. in October.  
B. next year. 
C. this week.    

10. The title of the new album is… 
A. Broken glass. 
B. Hackney Diamonds. 
C. Streets of East London. 

11. The announcement took place in a...  
A. cultural centre. 
B. historic castle.  
C. theatre. 

12. The band decided to make a new album because…  
A. Mick Jagger had a desire to sing. 
B. their fans wanted them to. 
C. they had new songs to record. 

13. The new album’s first song… 
A. has been recently released. 
B. has got a different sound. 
C. is a country love song. 

14. The drummer for most of the songs is… 
A. Charlie Watts. 
B. Steve Jordan. 
C. Stevie Wonder. 

15. The addition of Lady Gaga was because she… 
A. had been asked to sing. 
B. lived next door to Jagger. 
C. wanted to participate. 

16. In the 1960s, McCartney was Jagger´s biggest… 
A. fan. 
B. friend. 
C. rival. 

17. In 2022, the band celebrated their 60th year by… 
A. giving concerts around Europe. 
B. releasing a new album. 
C. visiting North America. 

(Adapted from: voanews.com) 

ANSWER BOX  

QUESTION 0 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

ANSWER A         

Marks 2: _____/6.4 
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TASK 3 
Listen to the recording and complete the missing information in each numbered space (18-25). Use 
NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each space.  
Answer (0) is an example. Write your answers in the ANSWER BOX (1 item = 0.8).  
 

MANDELA DAY  
 

• Mandela day takes place every year on the (0) ___________________.  
• The goal is for people to give some time to make a (18) ___________________ impact on others. 

• Five topics are dealt with during the day; the first one being (19) _____________________ and literacy.  

• Nelson Mandela thought everyone should have the (20) _____________________. 

• Mandela was in prison for (21) _____________________ because of his beliefs.   

• Mandela won the Nobel Peace Prize, then became South Africa’s first (22) __________________. 

• The UN started Mandela Day in (23) _____________________. 

• The day is best celebrated by (24) _____________________. 

• Some suggested activities include setting up a (25) _____________________. 

 (Adapted from: youtube.com) 

ANSWER BOX 

GAP WORDS 

c 0. 18th of July 

c 18.  

c 19.  

c 20.  

c 21.  

c 22.  

c 23.  

c 24.  

c 25.  

Marks 3: _____/6.4 
 

TASK 1  TASK 2  TASK 3  TOTAL MARK   

      _______/20  
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TASK 1 
TEN TOP THINGS TO AVOID WHEN VISITING IRELAND 

ANSWER BOX  

EXTRACT 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

TITLE I D A C G J B L K E 

DISTRACTORS: F, H 

TRANSCRIPT 
Today I'm sharing the top ten things to avoid doing when you visit Ireland. Here's my top ten things. 
I. PACK A VARIETY OF CLOTHES 
0. Don't underestimate the Irish weather. Ireland is famous for its ever-changing weather, and it's important 
to pack for all eventualities. While you might experience some sunshine, be sure to pack some waterproof 
clothing just in case. Bring layers so you can adjust to the temperature changes throughout the day. 
D. GIVE EXTRA MONEY FOR GOOD SERVICE 
1. Don't forget to tip. Tipping is a common practice in Ireland, and it's customary to leave around 10 to 15% 
for restaurants, pubs and taxis. Although it's not required, it is appreciated and it's best to carry some cash 
in case they don't accept cards. 
A. CHECK TIMETABLES 
2. Don't expect everything to be open late. Ireland has a laid back, relaxed attitude and this applies to 
business hours as well. Don't assume that everything will be open later on weekends, especially in smaller 
towns and villages. Plan ahead and check opening hours before you go. 
C. GET OUT OF THE CITY 
3. Don't miss the stunning countryside. Ireland's countryside has incredible landscapes, charming towns and 
outdoor activities. Consider renting a car or going on a day trip to fully experience the beauty of Ireland. 
G. KEEP LEFT 
4. Don't drive on the wrong side of the road. If you're used to driving on the right side of the road, driving in 
Ireland can be a bit of a challenge. Keep in mind that they drive on the left side of the road and to make it 
easier for yourself, rent an automatic car.  
J. SOMETHING NECESSARY FOR CHARGING BATTERIES 
5. Don't forget to bring a plug adaptor. Ireland uses a different type of plug, so be sure to bring a plug adaptor 
for your electronics. 
B. DON’T BE SURPRISED WITH COMMUNICATION PROBLEMS 
6. Don't assume everyone speaks English. Although English is the official language of Ireland, some areas 
still use Irish Gaelic as their primary language. Don't be afraid to ask for help, but be respectful and patient if 
there's a language barrier. 
L. TRY IT! IT’S BECOME MUCH BETTER! 
7. Don't miss out on the incredible Irish cuisine. Irish food has come a long way in recent years with some 
incredible and unique dishes to try. Don't forget to try some traditional Irish stews, soda bread, fresh seafood 
and craft beer. Ask locals for recommendations and be adventurous in your food choices. 
K. STUDY ITS PAST 
8. Don't ignore the significance of Irish history. Ireland has a complex and fascinating history, and it's 
important to understand its significance when visiting. Don't ignore the historical context of the places you 
visit, and take the time to learn about Ireland's struggles for independence and the impact of colonialism. 
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E. HAVE A GOOD TIME 
9. Don't forget to enjoy yourself. Although it's essential to be mindful of these tips, don't forget to enjoy 
yourself. Ireland is full of incredible experiences and memories to be made. Embrace the culture, make new 
friends and have fun. 

 (Adapted from: youtu.be/kEJW0O-tPGE, 3:32 minutes)  

TASK 2 
THE ROLLING STONES ANNOUNCE FIRST NEW ALBUM IN 18 YEARS 

ANSWER BOX 

QUESTION 0 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

ANSWER A B C A A B C C A 

TRANSCRIPT 
The Rolling Stones said this week that their first new collection of songs in almost 20 years comes out on 
October 20th (0). 
The album will be called Hackney Diamonds (10). The name comes from broken glass often seen on the 
streets of east London’s Hackney area. 
Three of the band’s original members - Mick Jagger, Keith Richards and Ronnie Wood – came to the 
Hackney Empire, a historic theater (11), for the announcement. 
The Rolling Stones are still traveling the world and performing concerts, but they have not made an album 
since 2016. That recording did not include new material. 
Richards, 79, said the band only made a new album because Jagger wanted to sing (12). So, they went 
to record new songs after almost 20 years. 
“When you have a singer that wants to sing,” Richards said, “you grab him and throw him in the studio.”  
They released the first song, called Angry, this week (13). But Jagger said the rest of the songs are not 
angry. He said the album contains “love songs, ballads, country…” sounds. 
The new recording includes songs with Paul McCartney, Lady Gaga, Stevie Wonder and Charlie Watts, the 
Rolling Stones drummer who died in 2021. Watts recorded sounds for two songs in 2019. Steve Jordan is 
the drummer for the other 10 (14). “Of course, he’s missed incredibly,” Richards said about Watts. But he 
added that Jordan was Watts’ suggestion for a replacement. 
Jagger said the addition of Lady Gaga to the album was unplanned. The Stones were recording at a studio in 
Los Angeles and Lady Gaga just happened to be in the studio next door. So, she recorded the song Sweet 
Sound of Heaven with the band. 
“She walked in next to me and we started singing together (15),” Jagger said. 
Wood said McCartney of the Beatles played the bass guitar on one track. “You know, he was loving it.” 
McCartney’s band was perhaps the Rolling Stones’ biggest rival in the 1960s (16). 
The Rolling Stones started in 1962. They celebrated their 60th year with a tour of Europe (17) in 2022 
and they said they have plans to visit North America in 2024. 
Wood, 76, plays guitar. He said the idea of retirement is “Impossible. You’ve got to keep playing,” he added. 
I’m Dan Friedell. 

(Adapted from: learningenglish.voanews.com/a/rolling-stones-announce-first-new-album-in-18-
years/7258499.html, 3:18 minutes) 
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TASK 3 
MANDELA DAY 

 ANSWER BOX 

GAP WORDS 

0. 18th of July 

18. positive 

19. education 

20. same rights 

21. 27 years 

22. black President 

23. 2009 

24. helping others 

25. recycling station 

TRANSCRIPT 
Mandela day takes place every year on the 18th of July (0) and is named after the activist Nelson Mandela. 
The aim of Mandela Day is to encourage everyone to give a little bit of time to make a positive (18) impact 
on the lives of others. The day focuses on five main areas: education (19) and literacy, food and nutrition, 
shelter, sanitation and active citizenship. 

Nelson Mandela lived in South Africa in the 1950s, when there was a lot of racial discrimination and division 
in the country called apartheid. Nelson Mandela believed everybody should have the same rights (20) and 
he fought very hard against discrimination. But he was imprisoned for his beliefs for 27 years (21). He was 
released from prison in 1990 and stood by his beliefs. He continued to fight for everyone's rights, and went 
on to win the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993 and become South Africa's first black President (22) in 1994.  

Nelson Mandela is a very important person in history, and Mandela Day was started by the UN in 2009 (23) 
as a way to honour his legacy. The best way to celebrate Mandela Day is by helping others (24). You could 
donate clothes and books to those who need them. Volunteer at a food bank. Set up a recycling                
station (25) at home or at school. Pick up litter in your local park. There are so many ways you can help 
others and take part in Mandela Day. 

(Adapted from: youtu.be/iiqFMx1_abc, 2:01 minutes) 


